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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THF.  FAR  EAST 
THE  UNITED-STATES  OF  AMERICA,  at  al  ) 

No.  I 

ARAKI  Sadao,  ot  al  ) 

AFIIEAVIT 

SHI SHI KURA  JURQ 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  tho  attached  shoot,  and  in  accordance 
vith  thG  procedure  followed  in  my  country,  I  hereby  depose  as  follows: 

I  am  a  former  major  of  tho  Japanese  Army,  at  present  living  in  No.  1882 
Kichijoji  Musashino-machi ,  Kitatoma-gun,  Tokyo. 

I  worked  in  the  second  sect  on  of  tho  staff  office  of  the  headquarters  of 
the  Ki'untung  Army  as  a  staff  officer  of  the  Kv/ontung  Army  from  March  1943  to 
March  1945,  and  sorved  subsequently  in  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  of  the  Far 
Ministry  to  the  timo  of  the  surrender.  I  ras  exclusively  in  charge  of  intelli¬ 
gence  concerning  the  Far-Eastern  Red  Army,  during  my  term  in  the  headquarters 
of  the  Kwantung  Array.  At’  that  timo,  I  used  to  report  to  my  superiors  upon  the 
order  of  battle,  organizat  on,  quality,  tactics,  etc.,  of  tho  Red  Army  as  a 
result  of  collecting,  studying  and  examining  various  data.  Though  I  havo  none 
of  these  records  at  present,  I  can  testify  from  memory  about  the  condition  of 
the  Far-Eastern  Red  Army  in  1944. 

1.  Tho  USSR  troops  stationed  in  the  For  East  consisted  of  troops  of 
the  Army,  Navy  and  Homo  Commissariat  of  the  U  S  S  R  to  the  number  of  about 
700,000.  _£o.  far  as  the  Navy  is  concerned,  there  was  nothing  of  special  interost 
except  two  A-class  cruisers  and  more  than  100  submarines;  and  the  troops  of 
the  Homo  Commissariat  had  little  strength  from  the  tactical  point  of  view.  I 
shall  speak  therefore  hereinafter  mainly  about  tho  Red  Army  forces. 

2.  Tho  Rod  £rmy  was  composed  of  19  sharpshooter  divisions, 22. pir-divisions 
(1^00  planes),  1  tank  division  and  12  tank  brigades  (about  1,000  tanks),  und 
divided  into  the  Far-Eastom  Area  Army  (commander  General  First-class  Pulkaev) 
and  the  Zabaikal  Area  Army  (commander  General  Kawarov).  Tho  Far-Eastern  Army 
had  13  sharpshooter  divisions,  17  air  divisions  and  10  tank  brigados,  and  the 
area  oast  of  tho  AMnzar  district  (Araazar  is  situatod  between  Chita  and  Blagc- 
voshchensk)  was  under  it.  The  Zabaikal  Area  Army  had  the  remainder  and  had 

the  area  vest  of  tho  Araazar.  Their  strengths  are  shewn  in  tho  annexed  chart. 

3.  I  discuss  the  air  forces  in  moro  detail. 

(1)  Tho  Northorn  Vladivostok  district  hod  tho  greatest  density  of 
air-bases  (the  vhelo  strength  of  tho  9th  Air  Arrayi  7  divisions)  and  next,  tho 
district  around  Khabarovsk  (the  main  strength  of  tho  10th  Air  Army,  3  divisions). 
From  tho  autumn  of  1944  the  air-bases  incroasod  in  the  area  of  Komsomolsk. 

(2)  Regarding  tho  typos  of  the  planes,  Che  main  strength  was  fighters, 

though  from  the  boginning  of  1944  the  proportion  of  bombers  came  to  increase. 
Previously  the  air-divisions  had  been  composed  of  various  typos  of  planes, 

but  from  around  1944  they  were  thought  to  havo  been  reorganized  into  divisions 
of  one  type  of  plane.  For  example,  the  261st  Division  was  a  bomber- division, 
the  32nd  a  fighter-division,  the  34th  was  a  bombor-di vision  and  the  53d  a 
division  of  long-r.'ingo  bombers. 

(3)  The  air  divisions  which  had  long-range  bombers  voro  the  53d 

(2  rogimonts  of  long-range  bombers  certain,  1  r.-gimont  loss  certain)  and  the 
33d)  1  regiment  of  long-range  bombers  certain,  1  or  2  regiments  loss  certain). 

The  53d  Division  was  stationed  around  Komsomolsk,  and  tho  33d  in  Daubiye  valloy 
northeast  of  Vladivostok.  The  33d  division  was  probably  org  nized,a3  I  remember, 
about  1941;  however,  long-range  boaberu  had  boon  stationed  in  this  urea  bofore 
that  time.  This  division  was  equipped  •  ith  T  B  Ill's,  vhich  had  tbe  ability 
to  bomb  Tokyo  from  the  Maritime  Province  and  tc  return. 
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(4)  ,inong  the  air-divis  ons,  the  34th  (bomber),  tho  251st  (bomber), 
thu  53d  (long-rnngo  bomber)  and  tho  29th  (fighter)  and  others  hod  their  full 
fighting  strength. 

1.  I  diary?-  the  ground- troops  in  more. detail. 

(1)  The  area  south  of  Kogai  Lako  vas  tho  area  which  had  the  greatest 
density  of  military  strength  (two  armies,  7  divisions),  and  in  the  hortn  the 
forces  v:ere  concentrated  at  tacticully  important  points  like  the  area  .  ost  cf 
Khabarovsk  and  the  district  around  Blagoveshchensk. 

(2)  Each  array  had  points  cf  peculiarity  in  the  way  it  was  organizes, 
according  tc  the  district  in  which  it  was  stationed,  fho  2d,  15th  one  17th 

entirely  notorized  forces*  ‘  \'~ 

(3)  Tho  divisions  which  were  considered. as  full-strength  divisions 
were  tho  40th,  22d  and  39th  and  other  divisions  acido  freo  the  al bove-menti cnee 
3d  and  12th.  The  d  visions  which  had  haa  experience  an  fighting  .g 
Japanese  forces  wore  the  40th,  105th,  36th  and  57th  divisions. 

5  As  ropards  tho  quality  .  of  the  Soviet  Far  Eastern  Amy,  the  comanaers 
although  pun orally  ycung  -  ere  non  with  experience  of  actual  warfare,  one  \  e 
SKtiVt  thercrere  'he  voro  capable  of  Zl\n 

fbS  Z  tltlo  S’-Hcro  of 

the  Sov  et  Union" .  Also  General  Pulknev,  the  commander  of  the  Far  Eastern  >orur. 
Armv  had  served  as  on  army  commander  in  tho  Russo-German  v/ar  and  comnanter  <  f 
Lioutenant-Goncfal  had  participated  in  the  Nomonhan  incident 
os°commandor *  of  a  tank  unit,  and  bore  tho  title  "Hero  of  the  Soviet  Union  . 

6.  Th-jro  was  not  much  difference  botvoen  the  strength  of  tho  Soviet  Far 
Eastern  Anny  in  the  years  1943  and  1944,  but  by  tho  autumn  of  1944,  its  strength, 
especially  in  pianos  and  tanks,  was  increasing.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact 
figures  cf  statistics,  but  as  to  planes  such  now  typos  as  Yarkqr,  ^  • 

-ore  transported  by  rail,  and  at  times  as  many  as  50  pianos  wore  being  trans¬ 
ported  in  a  single  day  tc  the  Maritime  Province.  As  to  tanks,  the  Knvrai,  T3*i, 
tanks  of  the  Busso-German  war,  -.or-  tc  be  soen  quite  often 
in  the  Maritime  Province.  This  tendency  become  more  end  more  pronounced  in 

Shishikura  Jure  (Seal) 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tc  before  me,  tho  undorsignod  authority,  on  this  19  May 
1947,  at  Tokyo. 


Ikoda  Sunihisa  (Seal) 


QAiii 


In  accordance  with  t.y  conscience  I  swoar  to  tell  the  ’  hole  truth, 
’ithholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

Shishikura  Juro  (Seal) 

19  May  1947 

Translation  Certificate 

I  Abo  Funic,  of  the  Defense,  hereby  certify  that  I  an  conversant  •  ith  the 
English  and  Japanese  languages,  and  that  the  foregoing  is,  t*.  the  best  of 
ray  )(n#>Afjdgo-and  belief,  a  correct  translation  of  thu  original  aocument. 


Tokyo 

19  May  1947 


Abo  Funib 
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CHART  OF  THE  CHIEF  UNITS  OF  THE  FAR  ZfcSTERN  RED  (1944) 
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